--Model Policy DRAFT--
City of ***** Prevention Policy Statement
Recognizing the tremendous economic and social costs to our community and its families when our children and youth get in serious trouble, the City of ***** is committed to becoming proactive and doing more than just waiting for problems to happen. In subscribing to this commitment, the City recognizes that it must focus it efforts on the principles and findings of comprehensive prevention science. This means that we must be promoting the positive development of children and youth in our community while preventing adolescent problem behaviors that obstruct positive development, including substance abuse, delinquency, teen pregnancy, school dropout and violence.  As such, our efforts must be:

· inclusive – engaging all areas of the community in promoting healthy development.

· proactive – identifying and addressing priority areas before young people become involved in problem behaviors, targeting early predictors of problems rather than waiting until problems have become entrenched in young people’s lives.

· based on rigorous research from a variety of fields-sociology, psychology, education, public health, criminology, medicine and organizational development.

· community-specific – rather than a “cookie cutter” approach. Each community within (the city) uses its own data-based profile to craft a comprehensive long-range plan for strengthening existing resources and filling identified gaps.

· sustainable – creating an infrastructure for our community to continue their progress in support of positive youth development.

The City of ***** will subscribe to a comprehensive process that helps our community to mobilize and engage all members who have a stake in healthy futures for children and youth. Community members would include elected key leaders, youth, parents, law enforcement, schools, local youth and family service agencies, the faith community, the business community and residents. In addition to engaging community members, our process must help our community to establish a shared vision, a common language and a collaborative planning structure to integrate diverse community efforts addressing youth and family issues. Through the common language and collaborative planning structure, this process will help (the city) to establish priorities for action based on a data-based profile of community strengths and challenges. We will define clear and measurable outcomes that can be tracked over time to show progress and ensure accountability. (The city) will be able to identify gaps in the current response to priorities and to select programs and strategies that have demonstrated effectiveness to fill those gaps. 
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